I. BASIC CONSIDERATIONS
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Religion as a Dimension

in Man’s Spiritual Life

As 500N as one says anything about religion, one'is questioned -
from two sides. Some Christian theologians will ask whether
religion is here considered as a creative element of the human
spirit rather than as a mmnw of divine revelaton. If one replies
that religion is an aspect of man’s spiritual life, they will turn
away. Then some secular’scientists will ask whether religion
is to be considered a lasting quality of the human spirit instead
of an effect of changing psychological and sociological con-
ditions. And if one answers that religion is a necessary aspect
of man’s spiritual life, ﬂmn% turn away like the theologians,
but in an opposite direction.

This situation shows an almost schizophrenic split in our
collective consciousness, a split which threatens our spiritual
freedom by driving nr.o.‘nosmnn:wo_,.mwv\ mind into irrational
and compulsive affirmations or negations. of religion. And
there is as-much compulsive reaction to reli
tific side as there is on the religious side.

Those theologians who deny that religion is an element of
man’s spiritual life have a-real point. >nno~&=m to them, the
meaning-of-religion is that maii received so;

something which
does not come fromz him, but which is given to him and may

stand against him. They insist that ©ie relaton o God &5 Dot
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gion on the scien-
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religious aspect of the human Spirit. -

Theology of Culture 8

most basic sense of the word, is ultimate concern. And wulti-
mate concern is manifest in all creative functions of the human

“spirit. It is manifest in the moral sphere as the unconditional

seriousness of the moral demand. Therefore, if someone re-
jects religion in the name of the moral function of the human
spirit, he rejects religion in the name of religion. Ultimate

concern 1s manifest in the realm of goeiommm as the passion-

ate longing for ultimate reality. Therefore, if anyone rejects
religion in the name of the cognitive function of the human
spirit, he rejects religion in the name of religion. Ultimate
concern is manifest in the aesthetic function of the human
spirit as the infinite desire to express ultimate meaning. There-

fore, if anyone rejects religion in the name of the aesthetic.

function of the human spirit, he rejects religion in the name
of religion. You cannot reject religion with ultimate serious-
ness, because ultimate seriousness, or the state of being ulti-
mately concerned, is itself religion. Religion is the substance,
the ground, and the depth of man’s spiritual life. This is the

But now the question arises, what about religion in the
narrower and customary sense of the word, be it institutional

religion or the religion of personal piety? If religion is present -

in all functions of the spiritual life, why has mankind devel-
oped religion as a special sphere among others, in myth, cult,
devotion, and ecclesiastical institutions® The answer is, be-

cause of. the tragic estrangement of man’s spiritual life from .

its own ground and depth. According to the visionary who
has written the last book of the Bible, there will be no temple
in the heavenly Jerusalem, for God will be all in all. There
will be no secular realm, and for this very reason there will be
no religious realm. Religion will be again what it is nmmnnmm:vﬁ

the Amzuamnoénm ground and substance of man’s spiritual
life. ; . o

Basic Considerations 9

Religion opens up the depth of man’s spiritual life which is
usually covered by the dust of our daily life and the noise of
our secular work. It gives us the experience of the Holy, of
something which is untouchable, awe-inspiring, an ultimate
meaning, the source of ultimate courage. This is the glory of
what we call religion. But beside its glory lies its shame. It
makes itself the ultimate and despises the secular realm. It
makes its myths and doctrines, its rites and laws into ultimates
and persecutes those who do not subject themselves to it. It
forgets that its own existence is a result of man’s tragic es-
trangement from his true being. It forgets its own emergency
character.

This is the reason for the passionate reaction of the secular
world against religion, a reaction which has tragic conse-
quences for the secular realm itself. For the religious and the
secular realm are in.the same predicament. Neither of them
should be in mnmm_..mm.o: from the other, and both should realize
that their very existence as separated is an emergency, that
both of them are rooted in religion in the larger sense of the
word, in the experience of ultimate concern. To the degree
in which this is realized the conflicts between the religious
and the secular are overcome, and religion has rediscovered
its true place in man’s spiritual life, namely, in its depth, out
of which it gives substance, ultimate meaning, judgment, and
creative courage to all functions of the human SPLrit.




